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Grenville was to be placed under arrest, but the general
interposed, saying that although a stranger he was a near
kinsman of his own, and that he would be responsible for
his appearance at the bar.

But it was not intended that Grenville should wait
for the summons. So soon as the Houses met he
attended, and sprung upon them the official letters he
had for each. In the Commons Morice was on his feet
before the House could recover its breath, and moved
that the constitutional government of the country was
by King, Lords, and Commons. The motion was carried
in a rush of enthusiasm, and Monk asked leave to com-
municate the King's despatch to the army, It was
granted. Similar votes were passed in the Lords, and
the Commonwealth was constitutionally at an end. At
a subsequent sitting, however, the House came a little
more to its senses. Sir Matthew Hale rose to move for
a committee to inquire what terms had been offered to
the late King. Monk saw, or thought he saw, the cloven
hoof of the Sectaries. Here was one of the " bones to
pick " which he knew they meant to provide. He rose
to his feet immediately and solemnly warned the House
not to presume on the apparent quiet of the country.
Incendiaries, he said, were on the watch for a place to
raise a flame: he had full information, which it was not
expedient to make public; but he could not answer
for the army or undertake to preserve order if the King
were not sent for at once. There is no reason to doubt
not only that he believed what he said, but that it was
really true, and that the Sectaries and Republicans were
fast loosening his grip on the troops. Relying on
Charles's promises to himself, he saw no danger in hist, the day they had fixed for the busi-
